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Hamfest 2021 


—By Robert KAS5WSS 


It's almost time for the first VOMARC Hamfest 
since 2019. We'll be set up on Saturday, 
October 2nd from 8:00 AM to Noon at our new 
location, First Congregational Church on West 
Spain Street. Check out our new flyer for more 
details. 


We had to find a new location for the event due 
to the city's decision to no longer support free 
days for the use of the Sonoma Veterans 
Memorial Hall. The market rate for the facility 
would have exceeded the income we raise by 
selling breakfast plates. Darrel (WD6BOR) found 
us a fine replacement location that meets all of 
our needs. 


The business part of the September meeting will 
be to go over logistics for how we plan on 
holding this event. Your club officers were 
already planning a walkthrough of the facility as 
| write this. How will we handle breakfast? 
Where will the swap spaces be set up? By 
meeting time we should have a better idea of 
where we stand and what needs to be done. 


Elizabeth (N6LY) will be leading the team to host 
another VE session at Hamfest. Capacity will be 
determined based on a site walkthrough. Masks 
and social distancing will be 

required. Reservations for a testing slot must be 


September 2021 


reserved beforehand, so please get in touch with 
her to get that squared away. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, September 15, 2021, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: Emergency Communications by 
Winlink, and the Red Cross Drill 
Presenter: Jay W2AFE 


Minutes of the August 18 Meeting 
Meeting was held together on ZOOM by 
KASWSS 


Members: KASWSS (Robert), KD6FIL (Dave), 
KG6QNT (Eileen), KB6CLV (Simon), KM6ZUC 
(Bruce), KF6FZM (Dick), W8EWL (John), N6TTV 
(Carl), W1EJ (Ed), NJ6E (Stan), WD6BOR (Darrel), 
KH6GJU (Bill), KIGQIQ (Scott), WB6TMH (Mike), 
KE6HID (Andrew) 


Guest: None 
Meeting called to order at 19:32 by KASWSS 
MINUTES 


Minutes from the July meeting accepted as 
written. 


NEWS LETTER EDITOR 


Please caption photos if you are sending any for 
the newsletter. It makes things much easier. 


VE LIAISON 


VE Session is scheduled for August 28. Planning 
on 10 candidates per session. Need to RSVP. 
Plan to use the Sonoma PD Training Room. 


RADIO OFFICER 

No Report 

STATION TRUSTEE 

Plan on working on the antenna trailer this fall 
TREASURER 

VOMARC set it up to accept dues online. 
SECRETARY 


No Updates. The VOMARC Breakfast on the Air is 
going well. 


Point Reyes event was canceled. New people at 
the Park did not feel that the radio event was a 
good fit for the park. 


VICE PRESIDENT 


Working on a list of ARRL affiliated clubs in the 
Bay Area. KH6GJU said he could help with that. 
Plan to mailout hamfest information. 


PRESIDENT 


Next months meeting is on Winlink Software by 
Jay, W2AFE 


NEW BUSINESS 


BBQ was canceled due to the increase in Covid- 
19 cases 


OLD BUSINESS 


VOMARC Hamfest — scheduled for October 2 at 
the Congregational Church on Spain Street 
thanks to WD6BOR’s efforts. More details to 
follow. Website has been updated to reflect the 
upcoming event. 


KI6JNU coordinating the Boy Scouts doing JOTA 
on October 15-17. More information to follow. 


The Sonoma County DMR net is still going at 
1830 on Thursdays on talk group 31707. 


MYSTERY BOX: Jack, K6ZMF has the box and 
the Mystery Box program is on hold for a while 


NEXT MONTH’S PROGRAM: Winlklink 
Software presented by Jay, W2AFE 


PROGRAM: FCC exposure rules and the RF 
Exposure Calculator on the ARRL Wesite. 
http://arrl.org/rf-exposure-calculator 


Amateur Radio Awards were also discussed. 
Meeting adjourned at 2015ish. 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 
—By Elizabeth- N6LY 
NEW HAMS AND UPGRADES 


We had a successful testing session on Saturday, 
Aug 28. 


5 Candidates, 2 earned a technician license, 2 
upgraded to General 


Congratulations to all. 


All test-takers receive one year free membership 
to the club. 


Welcome New Members: Mike Yeager, Joe 
Troiano, and Thomas Winovich (maybe our 
youngest member at 15 years old) 


Phil and Hank are continuing members. 
READY TO GET YOUR LICENSE OR UPGRADE? 


Our next test session will be at our HAM Fest on 
Oct 2. 


If interested in testing, please email me to 
register. 


See information on our website. 


Since testing will be indoors, masks are required 
to be worn. 


In order to practice social distancing, space will 
be limited. Register early. 


BIG THANKS 


To the rest of the VE team, Kevin- K6YD and 
Sanford N7PIB, for helping to make our test 
sessions a success. Couldn't do it without you. 


Awards Followup 
—By Robert KASWSS 


As a followup to the presentation | made at the 
last VOMARC meeting about awards hunting | 
thought I'd pass along a few updates on some 
awards I've been working toward. First, | 
received my CQ WPX awards for both SSB and 
the Digital modes. This requires a minimum of 
300 unique prefixes. CQ's awards often take a 
while to arrive since each features 

handwritten calligraphy instead of just printed 
text. 
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geographical area of the world. 


Less well known is the Worked All Pacific award, 
issued by the national Amateur Radio 
organization in New Zealand (NZART). To obtain 
this award one needs to work stations in at least 
30 countries in the Pacific Ocean. It's actually 
relatively easy from California. And yes, the 
WAP Awards Manager is named Andrew Barron 
(ZL3DW), no relation! 
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Robert Barron KASWSS 


And to wrap it up, | received my 200 country 
sticker for the ARRL's DXCC award. My total 
count is a bit higher as | have some paper cards 
still to be submitted but I'll wait until | can 
present some of them in person to a card 
checker instead of sending them in the mail. 


Remember the ABC's | mentioned in my Awards 
Hunting talk. Always Be Chasing! 


Misc 


e There was no VOMARC Board Meeting held 
this month. 


Several Amateur Radio satellites were among 
those lost in the failed launch of the Firefly 
Alpha rocket on September 2nd from 
Vandenberg Air Force Base. 


The Sonoma Library is hosting an Emergency 
Preparedness lecture on Go Bags to be held 
on Saturday, September 18th. Registration is 
required. 


—Submitted by Robert KAS5WSS 


Out and About—Parks on the Air 


Over Labor Day weekend, with the help of K6YD 
(set up guy), | activated 5 Parks, over 3 days. 


Day 1 was a two-fer, Samual P Taylor State Park 
and Golden Gate National Rec Area. Besides 
having fun making contacts, we are discovering 
new parks we have never been to. Beautiful Park 
in the Redwoods. 


Day 2, we decided to go back to Fort Ross, as we 
didn't activate it last time we were here. It 
turned out to be a beautiful day of sunshine. Fog 
burned off early and | got 12 contacts. Mostly in 
OR, WA, and Southern CA. 


Day 3- Back to Sonoma Coast State Park, as | 
missed activating this park, when we tried a 
month ago. Lovely day at the coast and always 
enjoy hanging out, watching the waves. 15 
Contacts this time to get the park activated. 


On our way home, we decided to try one of our 
home-town parks, in the town of Sonoma. 
General Vallejo's Home is actually located in 
Sonoma State Historical Park- YaY. Best 
activation yet. In just under an hour, | had 19 
contacts. | had quite the pile-up at one time, | 
am sure if | could've kept up, | might have hit 
30. Contacts at this park were all over, including 
NY and GA. Plus two Park to Park contacts, one 
in West Virginia and one from Mount Rushmore 
(SD). Time to go home and rest. 


| Dune an’s Cove 


Bee 


All this with an End-Fed 1/2 wave wire. 


See some pictures from our adventures below. 


Samual P Taylor Park- We even made some 
POTA magnets to put on the car, so people 
would know what we were doing. 


Although, at the Coast a few people thought we 
had a huge fishing pole. ;) 


—Submitted by Elizabeth N6ly and Kevin K6YD 


More “Parks on the Air” 
Adventures 


Another two-fer day, Tamales Bay State Park 
and Point Reyes Natl Seashore. 


Activated with 11 QSOs. Had never been to 
Tomales Bay, usually just head to the Beaches 


down towards the Lighthouse. Took two tries to 
get activated 


Park Activation at Marconi State Historic Site. 


Another new location. | really liked this place 
and it was completely empty. 


Marconi was a radio pioneer. Would like to 
explore a little more. 


Historic buildings and forest land. 


Kevin found this to be an easy set-up, just stuck 
our mast in one of those hollow poles. 


Park Activation Count= Eight. 
—Submitted by Elizabeth N6ly and Kevin K6YD 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2021 ACS 2021 VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY ED WIEJ 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERGHIP 2021 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


